CHAPTER IV
GRADING AND   STANDARDIZING  FARM  PRODUCTS
CONSUMERS have a great variety of definite wants. Because of an Intense desire for the best of everything these needs and wants create a strong demand for certain products while there is little or no demand for other articles. To farmers, whose occupation it is to produce articles of food and other raw materials that will satisfy consumers1 needs, it is economically desirable not only to raise the right kind and quality of crops and live stock, but to so arrange or classify the resulting products that buyers may easily recognize them as the articles for which they are in search. Ordinarily, the extent to which consumers prefer the best qualities of a large variety of products is not realized nor is it appreciated that farmers in attempting to provide the best grades unavoidably bring into existence immense quantities of products of lower quality than: that for which consumers will pay fancy prices.
The service of sorting products into groups of uniform kind, quality, and size is known as grading. Standardization establishes the permanency of these grades; that is, it means that the given grade shall contain the same quality of article each day, week, month or year. Standardization makes it possible for people to learn what a given grade is and enables them to gain confidence that in selecting a particular grade of article the same quality may be obtained in subsequent purchases. To consumers this service facilitates selecting and purchasing and enables other savings in consequence of which demand is increased. For middlemen it. lessens the volume of waste product to be handled and thereby reduces
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